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Population health profile 

of the Ipswich & West Moreton Division of General Practice: 

supplement 

This profile is a supplement to the Population health profile of the Ipswich & West Moreton Division of 

General Practice, dated November 2005, available from www.publichealth.gov.au.  This supplement 

includes an update of the population of the Ipswich & West Moreton Division of General Practice, as well 

as additional indicators and aspects of the Division’s socioeconomic status, use of GP services and health.  

The contents are: 

� Population [updated to June 2005] 

� Additional socio-demographic indicators 

� Unreferred attendances – patient flow/ GP catchment 

� Additional prevalence estimates: chronic diseases and risk factors combined 

� Avoidable hospitalisations: hospital admissions resulting from ambulatory care sensitive conditions 

� Avoidable mortality 

For further information on the way Division totals in this report have been estimated, please refer to 

the ‘Notes on the data’ section of the Population health profile, November 2005 

(www.publichealth.gov.au). 

Population 

The Ipswich & West Moreton Division had an Estimated Resident Population of 186,876 at 30 June 

2005. 

Figure 1: Annual population change, Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, Brisbane, Queensland 

and Australia, 1991 to 1996, 1996 to 2001 and 2001 to 2005 
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Over the five years from 1991 to 1996, the 

Division’s population increased by 2.1% on 

average each year, below the increases for 

Brisbane (2.4%) and Queensland (2.6%).  

From 1996 to 2001, the annual percentage 

increase in the Division fell to 0.6%, much 

lower than for Brisbane and Queensland (both 

1.8%).  The growth rate increased to 2.4% per 

year from 2001 to 2005, consistent with the 

annual increases for Brisbane (2.5%), 

Queensland (2.3%). 

Table 1: Population by age, Ipswich & West Moreton DGP and Australia, 2005 

 

Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP 

 Australia Age group 

(years) 

No. %  No. % 

0-14 42,901 23.0  3,978,221 19.6 

15-24 26,970 14.4  2,819,834 13.9 

25-44 53,552 28.7  5,878,107 28.9 

45-64 44,114 23.6  4,984,446 24.5 

65-74 11,128 6.0  1,398,831 6.9 

75-84 6,175 3.3  954,143 4.7 

85+ 2,036 1.1  315,027 1.5 

Total 186,876 100.0  20,328,609 100.0 

 

As shown in the accompanying table and the 

age-sex pyramid below, Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP had relatively more children 

than Australia as a whole, with 23.0% at ages 

0 to 14 years and young people, with 14.4% 

at ages 15 to 24 (compared to 19.6% and 

13.9%, respectively) (Table 1).  Conversely, 

the proportions of the Division’s population 

aged 45 years and over were lower than those 

for Australia.   

       

















 

 9

Table 9: Avoidable and amenable mortality (0 to 74 years) by sex, Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, 

Brisbane, Queensland and Australia, 1997 to 2001 

Mortality category 

  and sex 

Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP 

 Brisbane  Queensland  Australia 

 No. Rate1 No. Rate1 No. Rate1  No. Rate1 

Avoidable        

Males 1,089 301.2 9,362 269.5 23,316 285.3  123,026 272.6

Females 607 179.7 5,294 152.0 12,199 155.1  66,819 150.1

Total 1,697 240.6 14,656 211.2 35,515 220.6  189,845 211.8

Rate ratio–M:F2 
.. 1.68** .. 1.77** .. 1.84**  .. 1.82**

Amenable        

Males 402 111.6  3,249 95.2  8,181 100.4  42,568 94.3

Females 300 88.3  2,691 77.4  6,142 78.0  33,681 75.7

Total 702 100.1 5,940 86.4 14,323 89.3  76,249 85.1

Rate ratio–M:F2 
.. 1.26**  .. 1.23**  .. 1.29**  .. 1.25**

1 Rate is the indirectly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population 
2 Rate ratio (M:F) is the ratio of male to female rates; rate ratios differing significantly from 1.0 are shown with  
* p <0.05; ** p <0.01 

 

Another way of measuring premature mortality is to calculate the number of years of life lost (YLL)1, 

which takes into account the years a person could have expected to live at each age of death based on 

the average life expectancy at that age. 

The numbers of YLL for Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, Brisbane, Queensland and Australia over the 

period of analysis are shown in Table 10 by mortality category.  However, given the substantial variation 

in the populations of these areas, a comparison of the proportion of YLL for each area is also shown. 

YLL from avoidable mortality accounted for 71.3% of total YLL (0 to 74 years) for Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP, lower than the 72.8% for Brisbane.  The proportion of YLL from amenable mortality of 

29.0% for Ipswich & West Moreton DGP was consistent with that for Brisbane (28.9%).   

Table 10: Years of life lost from avoidable mortality (0 to 74 years), Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, 

Brisbane, Queensland and Australia, 1997 to 2001 

Mortality category Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP 

 Brisbane  Queensland  Australia 

 No. % of 

total 

No. % of 

total  

No. % of 

total 

 No. % of 

total 

Avoidable  30,530 71.3  260,170 72.8  629,779 72.9  3,327,375 71.9 

(Amenable) (12,400) (29.0) (103,340) (28.9) (247,893) (28.7)  (1,298,430) (28.0)

Unavoidable 12,278 28.7  97,013 27.2  234,699 27.1  1,303,289 28.1 

Total 42,808 100.0  357,183 100.0  864,478 100.0  4,630,664 100.0 

 

                                                 
1 Years of life lost were calculated using the remaining life expectancy method (this provides an estimate of the 

average time a person would have lived had he or she not died prematurely).  The reference life table was the 

Coale and Demeny Model Life Table West level 26 female (for both males and females), with the YLL discounted 

to net present value at a rate of 3 per cent per year. 
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In each of the areas in Table 11, the majority of avoidable mortality at ages 0 to 74 years occurred in the 

65 to 74 year age group (Table 11), with 1,562.8 deaths per 100,000 population in Ipswich & West 

Moreton Division.  The 45 to 64 year age group accounted for the next highest rate of avoidable death 

in all of the comparators, with a rate 360.3 in Ipswich & West Moreton Division. 

Table 11: Avoidable and amenable mortality by age, Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, Brisbane, 

Queensland and Australia, 1997 to 2001 

Mortality category 

  and age (years) 

Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP 

 Brisbane  Queensland  Australia 

 No. Rate1  No. Rate1 No. Rate1  No. Rate1 

Avoidable         

0-14 60 29.4  500 30.1 1,208 32.2  5,669 28.8

15-24 72 61.0  562 44.8 1,386 54.3  7,045 52.8

25-44 215 84.4  1,916 77.8 4,527 84.9  24,356 83.9

45-64 642 360.3  5,107 301.7 12,543 322.5  64,282 304.9

65-74 707 1,562.8  6,571 1410.9 15,851 1404.6  88,493 1,358.1

Total 1,697 240.6  14,656 211.2 35,515 220.6  189,845 211.8

Amenable          

0-24 58 17.2  451 15.9  1,059 16.8  5,083 15.4

25-44 61 23.6  491 20.1  1,165 21.8  5,946 20.5

45-64 274 154.7  2,236 132.2  5,352 137.9  27,464 130.3

65-74 308 685.0  2,762 591.5  6,748 599.1  37,756 579.4

Total 702 100.1  5,940 86.4  14,323 89.3  76,249 85.1

1 Rate is the indirectly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population 

Table 12 shows the number and age-standardised death rate by selected major condition group and 

selected causes included in the avoidable mortality classification. 

The highest rates of avoidable mortality for the selected major condition groups in the Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP were for cardiovascular diseases, with a rate of 80.0 deaths per 100,000 population, and 

cancer, 79.1 deaths per 100,000 population (Table 12, Figure 10).  For the selected causes within the 

condition groups, the two major causes of avoidable mortality were ischaemic heart disease and lung 

cancer, with rates of 60.2 per 100,000 population and 26.9 per 100,000, respectively. 

Table 12: Avoidable mortality (0 to 74 years) by major condition group and selected cause, 

Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, Brisbane, Queensland and Australia, 1997 to 2001 

Condition group/ 

  selected cause 

Ipswich & West 

Moreton DGP 

 Brisbane  Queensland  Australia 

 No. Rate1  No. Rate1  No. Rate1  No. Rate1 

Cancer 547 79.1  4,928 72.2  11,618 72.6  62,338 69.5 

Colorectal cancer 101 14.6  967 14.3  2,392 15.0  13,008 14.5 

Lung cancer 184 26.9  1,733 25.8  4,062 25.4  21,208 23.7 

Cardiovascular diseases 541 80.0  4,648 69.3  11,294 71.0  59,945 66.9 

Ischaemic heart disease 409 60.2  3,429 51.1  8,434 52.9  43,712 48.8 

Cerebrovascular diseases 103 15.5  947 14.1  2,210 14.0  12,558 14.0 

Respiratory system 

  diseases 

118 17.8 906 13.7  2,168 13.7  11,612 13.0 

Chronic obstructive 106 16.2  811 12.4  1,970 12.5  10,395 11.6 

  pulmonary disease           

Unintentional injuries 136 17.5  968 12.6  2,630 15.8  14,224 15.9 

Road traffic injuries 89 11.3  511 6.6  1,565 9.4  8,138 9.1 

Intentional injuries 134 17.4  1,305 17.1  3,017 18.2  13,891 15.5 

Suicide and self inflicted 125 16.3  1,198 15.7  2,719 16.4  12,393 13.8 

  injuries            

1 Rate is the indirectly age-standardised rate per 100,000 population 
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Notes on the data 

Data sources and limitations 

General 

References to ‘Brisbane’ relate to the Brisbane Statistical Division. 

Data sources 

Table 13 details the data sources for the material presented in this profile. 

Table 13: Data sources 

Section Source 

Population  

Figures 1 and 2; Table 1 

Figure 3 

Estimated Resident Population, ABS, 30 June for the periods shown 

Estimated Resident Population, ABS, 30 June 2005; 

Population Projections, ABS, 30 June 2020 (unpublished)1 

Additional socio-demographic indicators 

Figure 4 ABS SEIFA package, Census 2001 

Table 2; Figure 5; Map 1 Jobless families, ABS, 2001 (unpublished) 

Table 2; Figure 5; Map 2 Private health insurance, from Hansard 

GP services – patient flow/ GP catchment 

Tables 3 and 4 Medicare Australia, 2003/04 

Additional prevalence estimates: chronic diseases and risk factors combined 

Figure 6; Table 5 Estimated from 2001 National Health Survey (NHS), ABS (unpublished) 

Avoidable hospitalisations: hospital admissions resulting from ambulatory care sensitive conditions 

Tables 6 and 7;  

Figures 7 and 8 

National Hospital Morbidity Database at Australian Institute of Health & Welfare, 

2001/02; data produced in HealthWIZ by Prometheus Information (not available 

in public release dataset) 

Avoidable mortality  

Tables 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12; 

Figures 9 and 10 

ABS Deaths 1997-2001; data produced in HealthWIZ by Prometheus 

Information (not available in public release dataset) 

1 The projected population at June 2020 is based on the 2002 ERP.  As such, it is somewhat dated, and does not take 

into account more recent demographic trends: it is however the only projection series available at the SLA level for the 

whole of Australia. 

Methods 

For background information on the additional prevalence estimates presented in this profile, please refer 

to the ‘Notes on the data’ section of the Population health profile, November 2005 

(www.publichealth.gov.au). 

Please also refer to the November 2005 profile for information on the data converters. 

Mapping 

In some Divisions the maps may include a very small part of an SLA which has not been allocated any 

population; or has a population of less than 100 or has less than 1% of the SLAs total population; or 

there were less than five cases (i.e. jobless families, people with health insurance): these areas are 

mapped with a pattern. 
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Statistical geography of the Ipswich & West Moreton DGP 

For information on the postcodes in the Division, please refer the Department of Health and Ageing 

website http://www.health.gov.au/internet/wcms/publishing.nsf/Content/health-pcd-programs-divisions-

divspc.htm; also included in table format in the ‘Notes on the data’ section of the Population health 

profile, November 2005 (www.publichealth.gov.au). 

Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) are defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics to produce areas for the 

presentation and analysis of data.  In Ipswich, SLAs are based on suburbs: as many of these have very 

small populations, they have in some cases been grouped to form areas of larger population: the 

groupings are those used in HealthWIZ.  The individual suburbs and groups of suburbs that comprise 

the Division are listed in Table 14.  The SLA group name does not in all cases include the names of all 

suburbs (SLAs) in the group: all relevant SLA codes are shown in the table.   

Table 14: SLAs and population in Ipswich & West Moreton DGP, 2005 on 2001 boundaries 

SLA code1 SLA/ SLA group name Per cent of SLA/ SLA 

group population in 

the Division* 

Estimate of the SLA/ SLA 

group’s 2005 population 

in the Division 

31031, 31566 Ashgrove/ The Gap 0.2 # 

30800 Boonah  100.0 8,622 

31167, 31596 Darra-Sumner/Wacol 22.4 2,013 

33050 Esk  99.0 15,353 

31306, 33966 Ipswich - North 100.0 70,490 

33974 Ipswich - South-West 100.0 4,347 

33976 Ipswich - West 100.0 8,444 

33962 Ipswich Central 100.0 49,502 

33965 Ipswich-East 100.0 13,844 

34450 Laidley  87.7 12,309 

35650 Nanango  21.5 1,875 

* Proportions are approximate and are known to be incorrect in some cases, due to errors in the 

concordance used to allocate CDs to form postal areas 

# Not shown as the total population is less than 100 
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Further developments and updates 

When the re-aligned boundaries are released and DoHA have made known their geographic 

composition, PHIDU will examine the need to revise and re-publish these profiles (Population health 

profile, dated November 2005, and the Population health profile: supplement, dated March 2007). 

PHIDU contact details 

For general comments, data issues or enquiries re information on the web site, please contact 
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